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All-powerful God,
increase our strength of will for doing good
that Christ may find an eager welcome at his coming and
call us to his side in the kingdom of heaven,
where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God,
forever and ever.
Amen

Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Season of Advent
Many Christian churches in Australia, particularly Catholic churches, celebrated the
start of the Advent season last Sunday. Advent is the period of four Sundays and
weeks leading up to Christmas – the birth of Jesus, so its length varies from 22 to 28
days. Advent candles and wreaths are used in many Christian churches during the
Advent season. Advent is a time to reflect and prepare for Christmas in the same way
that Lent is in preparation for Easter. The term “Advent” derives from the Latin word
adventus, meaning “coming” or “arrival”. It refers to the period immediately before
Christmas, during which time one might prepare for the celebration of the birth of
Jesus. Contrary to popular culture and advertising, Jesus is the meaning of Christmas
and God’s gift of love to us. Had that tiny baby not been born in the stable, in poverty
and helplessness as God made man, we would not be celebrating Christmas 2000
years later. As we begin this Advent season and prepare for our Christmas
celebrations, let us not lose sight of the real reason we have this preparation time and
celebration.
Semester Two Reports
Next Wednesday, 11 December, the Semester Two reports for all children from PrePrimary to Year Six will be online on the Seqta Parent Connect portal for all parents to
access. Paper copies will also be sent home, however, in an effort to reduce paper
usage, next year the reports will only be available online, unless a special request has
been made. Reports provide information to parents about the progress and the
achievements that children have made for the year. Parents are encouraged to share
the report with their child. Schools are expected to adhere to the School Curriculum
and Standards Authority (SCSA) Pre-Primary to Year 10: Teaching, Assessing and
Reporting Policy which communicate the mandatory requirements for reporting. This
sets out that we must report using A-E grades, with a ‘C’ grade meeting the
Achievement Standard for their year level. If your child has a ‘C’ grade on their report,
please remember that this means they have met the standard for that year and
achieved what they should have.
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Kindy and Pre-Primary Concert
This morning I was privileged to watch our amazing Kindy and Pre-Primary students perform their concert
celebrating the end of the year and the birth of Jesus as we enter this Advent season. The students performed
wonderfully, and I was so impressed with the way they presented their items. Thanks to the teaching staff for
organising this and Mark Hassall for coming along and providing the music. Thank you too, to all the parents and
family members who came along.

Music Concert
Our Year 4-6 students will be presenting a Music Concert on Tuesday 10th December at the Margaret River Heart.
Starting at 5:30pm, the students will be showcasing some of what they have learnt during their Music lessons over
the year. Each year level will present a number of songs in their class band. All parents and family members are
invited to come along and be entertained by the wonderful talents of our students.
End of Year Excursion
To finish the year, our Pre-Primary to Year 5 students will be attending an End of Year excursion at Amaze’n Maze in
Margaret River. The P&F have kindly paid for this end of year excursion, so there is no cost to parents. The students
will leave for the maze at 9:30am and return to school by 2:00pm, enjoying the maze, facilities and having lunch
here. We invite our Kindy students to also come along if they wish to. Our Year 6 students will be attending a
canoeing excursion together, celebrating their last day as a group. The last day for students is Friday 13 December.
Swimming Carnival
Tomorrow is our Faction Swimming Carnival. The Pre-Primary to Year 3 carnival will be
held from 9:30am – 10:30am and then the Year 4-6 carnival will be held from 11:00am –
1:00pm. Both carnivals will be held at the Margaret River Recreation Centre. We invite all
family members to come along and cheer on the swimmers as they participate in the
different events. We look forward to a great day of competition, fun and sportsmanship!
Thanksgiving Mass
All parents are welcome to join the staff and students at the Thanksgiving Mass next Thursday 12 December at
9.30am in the Church.
Year 6 Graduation and Awards Evening
We will be farewelling our Year 6 students at our Graduation and Awards evening held on Thursday 12 December in
the Church. Students from Years 1-5 who will be receiving awards will be invited to attend this evening, as we also
present our Year 6, 2020 Leadership badges to the Year 5 students. The Year 6 award winners will also be
presented with their awards. This combined evening will commence at 6:00pm and all school families are invited to
attend.
Kindy Enrolments
We still have some places available for our Kindy program next year – less than $20 a week for 3 full days! Please
continue to spread the word or visit our website for an Enrolment application.
Fee Payments
Thank you to all the parents who have finalised their fee payments over the last couple of weeks. We really do
appreciate your efforts, as it certainly makes our task that little bit easier. A final reminder that all outstanding school
fees must be paid by the end of next week, except for those families who have direct debits in place that are
continuing.
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Are You Leaving?
If there are any families who will be leaving our school at the end of the year, please could you put in this in writing
so we may try to finalise our class numbers for 2020. Many thanks.
I wish all families a wonderful week ahead.
Peace and best wishes,
RUSSELL WYLIE
PRINCIPAL

Assistant Principal News
Second Sunday of Advent
This Sunday is the second Sunday of Advent. In the Gospel reading, John the Baptist preaches repentance and
baptises in the Jordan River. John the Baptist reminds us that our repentance is another way in which we can
prepare for the Lord’s coming and our celebration of Christmas.
Year 3 Prayer Service
The Year 3 students led their parents in an Advent Class Liturgy Prayer Service yesterday. It was a beautiful
celebration that involved singing, actions and prayerful reflection. I was especially moved by the way the students
had written their own prayers of the faithful to read out, each one touching on something that was important to
them, like the drought, bushfires or the death of a loved one. Thank you to Mrs Alice Tippett and Mrs Meg Ryan for
preparing the students for this service.
Kindy/Pre-Primary Christmas Concert
The Kindy and Pre-Primary students gave an outstanding performance at their Christmas Concert this morning. It
was wonderful to see so many parents, family and friends attending. Thank you to Mrs Jane Wolf, Mrs Rachel
Hassall, Mrs Jennifer Morrison and Mrs Dianne Quintrell for organising the performance. Well done to all involved!
Music Concert – Tuesday 10 December at 5.30pm
The Year 4, 5 and 6 students have been busily preparing for their Music Concert being held next Tuesday 10
December at Margaret River HEART. The Music Concert will begin at 5.30pm and students are asked to
assemble at 5.15pm in the foyer of HEART near the grand piano. The concert should be finished by 7.00pm. We
are looking forward to a wonderful evening of music. Thank you to Mr Michael Goodwin for preparing the students
for the concert. All parents, family, friends and community members are welcome to attend.
Thanksgiving Mass – Thursday 12 December at 9.30am
A whole school Thanksgiving Mass will be held next Thursday 12 December from 9.30am in the church. We will
be giving thanks for the many blessings we have been given this year and for our families and friends who touch
our lives. We also will be praying for our Year 6 students, staff members and families that are leaving our school
community at the end of this year. All parents, families and friends are invited to attend.
Christmas Children’s Mass - Tuesday 24th December at 6.00pm
St Thomas More Catholic Church Children’s Christmas Mass will be celebrated on Christmas Eve, Tuesday 24th
December at 6.00pm. Children from our school are invited to be involved in a Nativity play. If your child would like
to participate, please add their name to the Christmas poster located on the school office glass door. Thank you to
those students who have volunteered themselves to be involved in the Nativity story.
Rehearsals for the Nativity play will take place on Wednesday 11 December. We encourage all children to be
involved.
Have a wonderful week ahead.
NICOLLE ACHMAD
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Parish News
Masses
St Thomas More Catholic Church - Margaret River
•
Saturday - 6.00pm
•
Sunday - 10.00am
Lumen Christi Catholic Church - Augusta
•
Sunday - 8.00am
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Thought of the Week

School Merit Award Winners
Term 4 - Week 7
Pre-Primary

Benji Young

Year 2

Tom Miller

Year 3

Matthew Craggs

Year 4

Bella Enright

Year 6

Ben Morrison

Friday 6th December
9.30 - 10.30am
Swim Fun - Pre-Primary to Year 3
11.00am - 1.00pm Faction Swimming Carnival - Years 4, 5 and 6
Tuesday 10th December
5.30pm
STMCPS Music Concert
Thursday 12th December
9.30am
Whole School Thanksgiving Mass
6.00pm
Year 6 Graduation and Awards Celebration
Friday 13th December
Last Day of Term for Students
Absentees
A reminder to parents that there is a simple way to let us know your child is absent from school,
while providing a note at the same time. Jump on our app or website!
There is an easy online form that can be completed and it is directly emailed to the school. Too
easy! Either download our school app – Connected (password is Wisdom19) or visit our website
https://stmcps.wa.edu.au/ and go to the Communication tab to select Online Absentee.
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The School Canteen is open on Fridays at Lunchtimes selling Icy Poles.
All items are $1.00

The Uniform Shop will be open on
Tuesday 28th January from 9.00am to 3.00pm for all your
2020 Uniform requirements.
Christmas Masses
Christmas Eve
6.00pm
Children’s Mass
11.30pm
Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
8.00am
Lumen Christi Church, Augusta
10.00am
St Thomas More Catholic Church, Margaret River
6.00pm
St Thomas More Catholic Church, Margaret River

VacSwim
Enrol now for VacSwim summer
holiday swimming lessons at
education.wa.edu.au/swimming
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