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St Thomas More Catholic
Primary School

Principal’s Report

Loving Father,
You delight in Jesus and you delight in us.

Turn our hearts towards you and transfigure our lives
with the light of Jesus.

Amen.

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Before and After School Care

I have been working with Bluebird Childcare in implementing a Before and After
School and Vacation Care service to operate out of our school. It is with some
excitement that | am able to announce that we have been approved to be able to
offer this service to our families. This service will operate out of the room next to
our Pre-Primary classroom for school aged children. If you are interested in
utilising this service, | ask that you please register your interest with Bluebird on
1300 BLUEBIRD (1300 2583 2473) or visit their website for more information at
https://bluebirdchildcare.com.au/

P&F Sundowner

On Friday 12" March, the P&F will be hosting a Sundowner to welcome everyone
back for the year. Starting from 3:30pm, we invite all families to come along, catch
up with some old friends and make some new ones. Food is available through the
pre-order slip that will be sent home shortly. We look forward to seeing lots of
families come along!

Continued over ........
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Principal’s Report ............ continued from Page 1

School Fees

School fees were sent home this week and we ask families to complete the form that was attached indicating
how fees will be paid over the year, which will assist with our budgeting. We strongly encourage families to set
up a direct debit, which spreads the fees out over the course of the year. As there was not a space on the form
to indicate the amount to be deducted and the frequency, we ask that parents please just write this on the form,
so Karien can set this up for you. We apologise for this — a new Accounting system has been rolled out by
CEWA and we are still dealing with some teething issues. We ask that these forms are returned to the office as
soon as possible. We appreciate your assistance in promptly paying fees.

Tommy More Playgroup

Our Playgroup started last Friday, with lots of new parents coming along and it was great to see some familiar
faces. Playgroup is for children from 0-3 years of age and runs from 9:00am-11:00am in the Kindy room.
Educational activities are provided, along with a great opportunity to make some new friends and have a cup of
coffee. Please bring a piece of fruit and a gold coin donation.

COVID-19

A reminder to our families that we remain under Phase 4 restrictions as outlined by the State Government. For
us at schools, it doesn’t really affect the way we operate, however, it is important to remember that if your child
is showing signs of illness, they must not come to school. This is also the case for both staff and parents. We
understand that this can sometimes be inconvenient for parents and for classes who have teachers away,
disruptive, however, we will continue to remain vigilant in providing the best education we can during these
circumstances. We continue to maintain and model good personal hygiene practices and ask parents to
continue to support the implementation of these guidelines.

Nut Aware School

Parents are reminded that we are a Nut Aware school. This means children should not be sent to school with
known nut products, including, but not limited to Peanut Paste/Spreads, Nutella, nuts, nut bars (including
Nutella bars). Nut Aware means that we try to minimise nuts from entering the school. As there are many
products which do not contain nuts, but may be processed in the same facilities where nut products are also
made, we need to be aware that there is the potential that traces of nuts could be on other products — meaning
we can never be totally nut-free. We do ask that parents respect and support this, as we do have a number of
children who could have a life-threatening reaction if they come into contact with nuts. We thank you for your
assistance in this matter.

| wish all families a wonderful week ahead and a restful long weekend. Please note that there is no school for
the students on Tuesday 2" March, as the staff will be participating in some Professional Development on this
day. We look forward to welcoming the children back on Wednesday 3" March.

Peace and best wishes,

RUSSELL WYLIE
PRINCIPAL

Absentees
A reminder to parents that there is a simple way to let us know your child is absent
from school, while providing a note at the same time. Jump on our app or website!

There is an easy online form that can be completed and it is directly emailed to the
school. Too easy! Either download our school app — Connected (password is

ole] [ '[Jeg131] Wisdom6285) or visit our website https://stmcps.wa.edu.au/ and go to the
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Communication tab to select Online Absentee.

You can also ring the school on the Absentee line on 9758 8042 and leave a message of the
child’s name, class and reason for absence and then send a note in with your child when they
return to school.
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Assistant Principal News

School Prayer

We decided to update our school prayer as we wanted a prayer that encapsulated our school values, our
charism, and the love we share as a community. Last week, we were proud to launch our new school prayer at
our merit assembly. | invite you to read it together as a family.

_+_  School Value — Compassion
"'_'ij‘ This term we are focusing on the value of COMPASSION.

Compassion is about ‘standing in someone else’s shoes’ when
L/ K ma/% they are having a hard time. In other words, trying to understand
H o o R A Y how they might be feeling and doing our best to try to help.

Loving God, Caritas Australia Project Compassion

Through the Laith and example of
St Thomas More
and st Mary MacKilop,
he|p us to love with courage
and to never see a need without
doina something about it.
Jesus, 9+reng+hen us with the Ho\y
SPir'H'
to use our hearts
compasgloncﬁely
our heads mmd?ully
and our hands to serve others
with love.
Amen.

Second Week of Lent

This week through Project Compassion we
learn about 39-year-old Margret, a teacher
at a vocational school for deaf students in
the Solomon Islands. She was born deaf,
so she knows the challenges it poses to
education and employment. Apart from the
24 difficulties the students all have, the school
8 also faced water shortages, with not
enough to supply staff and students with
safe water for drinking, cooking, washing
and growing vegetables.

Then Tropical Cyclone Harold damaged the school and its vegetable garden, amidst the
threat of COVID-19. Staff and students rely on the vegetable garden to provide food for
their meals.

M With Caritas Australia’s support, the school installed water tanks, provided cyclone-proof
| building materials and helped to implement COVID-19 prevention measures. Margret's
school now has enough water for its students and the capacity to cater for more, with
~ plans to boost food security, through increased agricultural production.

" Around 60% of people in rural areas in the Solomon Islands don’t have access to piped
water, while about 80% don’t have access to latrines or toilets. (UNICEF, 2019)

Watch a short film about Margret’s story here.

“Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” Please support Project Compassion:
lent.caritas.org.au

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Students who are baptised and are in Year 3 are invited to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation on
Wednesday 17 March at 6.00pm in the St Thomas More Catholic Church.

The parent/child workshop will be held this evening in the school library at 5.30pm and the Commitment Mass
will be held on 14™ March 2021 at 10.00am.

Have a wonderful week ahead.

God bless,

MRS NICOLLE ACHMAD
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

]
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Thought of the Week

God places us in the world as
his fellow workers-agents of
transfiguration. We work with
God so that injustice is
transfigured into justice, so
there will be more compassion
and caring, that there will be

more laughter and joy, that
there will be more togetherness
in God's world.

Desmond Tutu

www.idlehearts.com

Parish Masses

St Thomas More Catholic Church
Margaret River

. Saturday - 6.00pm
. Sunday - 10.00am

Lumen Christi Catholic Church

Augusta
. Sunday - 8.00am

School Merit Award Winners

Term 1 - Week 3

Year 1 Archie Townsend
Year 2 Riqgi Refinus

Year 3 Xanthia Schumann
Year 4 Rhianna Montalban
Year 5 Annalise Wylie

Year 6 Manning Cartell Smith

Jarrah Davies

Friday 26th February

8.45am Merit Assembly

11.30am Year 4 - Stations of the Cross
- in the Church

Monday 1st March
Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 2nd March
Pupil Free Day - Staff PD

Friday 5th March

8.45am Merit Assembly

CaportantOlates,
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Uniform Shop

Please email your Order Forms through to

rita.willmott@cewa.edu.au

with details of your order and credit card.
Forms can be downloaded off the school's website.

Uniforms will go home with your children on Mondays.
Thank you!
Rita Willmott

PLEASE NOTE: UNIFORM SHOP OPEN HOURS MONDAYS ONLY -1.30PM TO 3.00PM

The School Canteen is open on
Fridays at Lunchtimes selling Icy Poles.
| l All items are $1.00

Absentees
A reminder to parents that there is a simple way to let us know your child is absent from
school, while providing a note at the same time. Jump on our app or website!
There is an easy online form that can be completed and it is directly emailed to the school.
Too easy! Either download our school app — Connected (password is Wisdom6285) or visit

lole] '[ '[Jee1 0] OUr website https://stmcps.wa.edu.au/ and go to the Communication tab to select Online

MsCz Absentee.
You can also ring the school on the Absentee line on 9758 8042 and leave a message of the child's
name, class and reason for absence and then send a note in with your child when they return to school.

4 up ] TOWARDS CLUB -
s 10 FEES FOR KIDS!
partment of >
Local Government, Eligible kids aged 5-18 years can access financial
—

Sport and Cultural assistance to contribute towards club membership.
Industries

ALL YEAR BEFORE/AFTER
ROUND SCHOOL SOCCER

AGES 4-12, . KEEP ACTIVE,
MANY LOCATIONS HAVE FUN

/  MARGARET RIVER JUNIOR HOCKEY
2021 SEASON STARTS SOON
: Year 3-5 mixed boys and girls team
& Year 6-8 girls team, Year 6-8 boys team
‘Year 9-12 girls team, Year 9-12 boys team
s Want more info?
©' hitps://www.margaretriverhockey.org.au/

—

q

FOR MORE INFO:
Website: www.ljsoccer.com.au

Email: luke®@ljsoccer.com.au
Mobile: 0490447819 ‘

You can apply for KidSport online at
digscwa.gov.au/kidsport .
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